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of research:
Software Citations!

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Marnie_the_Dog_celebrating_St._Patrick%27s_Day.jpg



HELLO!
From Alan Hyndman and Robert Peters
Marketing Manager at figshare
al@figshare.com
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1523-
1499

Technical Operations Director at ORCID.org
r.peters@orcid.org
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-0036-9460

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wiredforsound23/8525829557



I suppose we should explain….

Ok, why ugly child?



Researchers ignore 
them
● Figshare - Software 728 vs Datasets 332,727 
● DataCite - Software 10,458 vs Datasets 1,727,327



Sample APA software citation:
“Customized Synergy 
[Computer software]. (2014). Retrieved from http:
//customizedsynergy.com”

● Doesn’t include the authors!   
● Doesn’t include identifiers.
● Doesn’t include versioning. 
● Not as comprehensive as other APA 

citation styles.
http://blog.apastyle.org/apastyle/2015/01/how-to-cite-software-in-apa-style.html



Their purpose is 
confusing

● Reproducibility 
● Credit
● Is software even a citable output????



There are no 
mandates 

● Open Access Mandates - 550 universities and 
research institutions, and over 140 research 
funders worldwide.

● Open Data Mandates - Several funders have open 
data mandates.   

● ORCID iD - Several funders have ORCID iD 
mandates. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-access_mandate
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It’s time to put 
up a fight 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/af/Rey_Star_Wars.png 



What would 
happen if you 
could no longer 
use research 
software?

Do you use 
research 
software?

http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14809



“Software is 
eating the world”
       -MARC ANDREESSEN

http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424053111903480904576512250915629460



Do you develop your own 
research software?

http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14809



But wait a 
second..
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Let’s get the 
process right 
first.. 





https://figshare.com/authors/Neil_Chue_Hong/96503





Boundary



Granularity



Versioning



Authorship



Head hurt 
yet?
Don’t worry here’s 
what you can do.
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Step 1
Admit you have a problem
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Step 2
Join the conversation

https://41.media.tumblr.com/c6dd41199dd967e7f653ceab0607a27e/tumblr_mvsuj4741w1sb2ue8o1_500.jpg
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Force11 Software Citation Working Group
https://www.force11.org/group/software-citation-working-group

Join the group
https://github.com/force11/force11-scwg#members

https://www.force11.org/group/software-citation-working-group
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https://badges.mozillascience.org/

Paper Badges



Step 3
Take the plunge!

http://www.somepets.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Jumping-cats22.jpg



GitHub

Edit, share and 
improve your 
code in a 
collaborative 
environment.

Mozilla 
Science Lab

Tools to get 
your research 
on the web.

Figshare

Persistent, 
citable, long-
term archiving 
for your 
research 
outputs.

ORCID

Distinguish 
yourself from 
others and get 
credit for 
your work



http://depsy.org/



THANKS!
Any questions?

Send us a note: al@figshare.com 
& r.peters@orcid.org


